
MONTHLY

UPDATE
Firstly everyone from the YDRT team would
like to say that we hope all you supporters
and volunteers are keeping well and staying
safe!

November has been an interesting month,
but we are sadly saying goodbye and good
luck to David Higgins who is leaving us for a
dream job working in the Falkland Islands on
peatland restoration. 

We have had updates on delayed business
cases from the Environment Agency, which
suggest that though we have experienced
frustrating delays, we should soon be able to
get going with more projects, including the
Wharfe SSSI, Bishop Dike and Rivers in Elmet
projects. 
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RETURN OF

VOLUNTEERING
Every year the YDRT team cannot thank enough,
our wonderful team of volunteers for their hard
work and dedication. Unfortunately this year we
haven't seen as much of the volunteers as we
would have liked. I would like to say a big thank
you to all the volunteers who have signed up
during lockdown and to all the volunteers who
have been in touch. 

We are glad to say we have been working out
ways to volunteer safely during this pandemic.
We are now at the stage where we feel
confident to host small volunteer days. Our first
one coming up will be tree planting on the first
Wednesday of December. Please get in touch
with me if you would like to attend volunteer
days in the future at jack.hirst@ydrt.co.uk.
-By Jack Hirst



The partners of  the DVRN worked together last  month to submit  a funding appl icat ion to

support  t ree plant ing across several  projects with in the Swale,  Ure and Wharfe

catchments.  The funding required appl icat ions to be in the region of £50k-£95k.

Work ing indiv idual ly  the Yorkshi re Dales Rivers  Trust ,  Harewood Estate,  the Yorkshi re

Dales Nat ional  Park Author i ty  and Addingham Envi ronment Group would have not been

el igible to apply but by being part  of  the DVRN we were able to combine our projects

together and apply.

SOILS EVENT

FUNDING BIDS: DVRN TREE PLANTING

We are happy to announce that th is

month the DVRN Tree Plant ing Project

was awarded £95k.  We hope that i t  wi l l

help k ick start  the Keeping Ure River

Cool  Project ,  that unfortunately  did not

get funding from the Green Recovery

fund.

 I t  wi l l  help to fund fencing and plant ing

along tr ibutar ies of  the Wharfe at

Addingham and Harewood, with the

benefi t  of  excluding l ivestock f rom

watercourses and improving r ipar ian

habitats.  And f inal ly ,  the funding wi l l

support  two of YDRT’s  NFM projects

providing addit ional  support  to complete

tree and hedge plant ing in Bishopdale

and Brompton.  

By Dr Marie Taylor

The Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust (YDRT) have supported the work of Sustainable Futures (SF) for

several years now but have never managed to work with them. SF links global brands, food

processors and farmers together along the supply chain. Their goal is to deliver more resilient

and sustainable food and drink in the United Kingdom and beyond. YDRT have started

conversations with Steve Cann at SF to see how funding from the Rivers In Elmet and Bishop

Dike Projects can be used to encourage farmers within the projects to undertake cover crop

trials.  Marie and Conor have been out this month to meet Steve and visit Richard a farmer, to

learn about his eight year experience cover cropping. 

Assistant Project Officer Conor Scholey said "It was the first time I had seen cover crops in use

on a farm and it was a great experience to hear from a farmer who is passionate about their

benefits not only to his own business, but to the environment as well."

Richard explained that the benefits from cover cropping outweighed the extra work that was

involved and he thought that cover cropping was the one thing that arable farmers could do to

make a real difference to the water quality of our rivers. SF have been working with Yorkshire

Water, and had some real success, seeing more farmers cover cropping following their

engagement; they have even produced a free soil health guide. YDRT are hoping to have the

same success, helping farmers to improve their soil health, while at the same time providing

environmental benefits.

By Dr Marie Taylor


