
RIVER WILDLIFE

Find out about the creatures that you might find

living in your local river

Lots of animals live in and around rivers. Each species (type) of animal

needs different places in the river habitat to make their home. 

Some animals are more sensitive to pollutants, and we call these indicator

species. Whether they are absent or present in a river, tells us how clean

the water is.. 
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Rat-tailed maggot 

An invertebrate is an animal that doesn't have a
backbone. Some invertebrates - including insects,
spiders and crustaceans - have a hard outer covering
called an exoskeleton, that protects them. Others, such
as slugs and worms, have soft bodies.
A vertebrate is an animal with a backbone inside its
body and they include mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and
amphibians.

Damselfly

Information sources
https://www.field-studies-
council.org/shop/publications/
freshwater-name-trail/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/me
dia/imperial-college/research-
centres-and-
groups/opal/WATER-4pp-
chart.pdf

Invertebrates
Some of these animals need
very clean water to survive
(stonefly nymphs), whereas

others (like rat-tailed
maggots) can live in more

polluted water.



Otter 

White-clawed Crayfish

Atlantic Salmon

Grey Heron

Dipper

Water vole

Non-biting
midge larva

Kingfisher

Brown Trout

Ramshorn snail

Mayfly nymph

Minnow

Vertebrates
Fish, birds and mammals
that you might find in and

around the river

Invertebrates

Worms

Wouldn't it be nice
if in the future we
saw beavers
returning to the
wild across the UK?


