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BROMPTON

NFM
The Brompton NFM project came about to help
alleviate the effects of flooding during heavy
rainfall periods in Brompton vil lage. Coming to the
end of its final year the Brompton NFM project has
seen a large variety of interventions implemented
over the last three years. This year we have seen the
finish of the flood basin and extension of the
original pond. These 2 interventions can hold up to
4750m3 of water in the catchment during flood
periods as well as providing additional benefit of
wildlife habitat. Extra funding was secured this year
allowing us to complete the hedge and tree planting
schemes. 

Monitoring is helping us to understand the effects of
the established works. This monitoring will continue
for another year so we can see the real effect of
the work we have done in the catchment.  
By Conor Scholey

Hello all,

March has been a hectic month, in which
we have managed to do a great deal! 
It is the end of our financial year, when we
submit our final invoices for each project
to the funding bodies. We successfully
submitted all our invoices before the
deadline and we are now watching the
payments come through. 

Elsewhere Marie and Charlotte have been
busy working with Mott Macdonald on an
NFM manual for CIRIA (Construction
Industry Research and Information
Association). The manual produced will
give guidance on the design and
implementation of Natural Flood
Management for projects across the UK. 



RETURN OF VOLUNTEERS

We are so happy to announce that Thursday the
25th of March, saw our first volunteer  day of
2021. It was attended with limited numbers and
all volunteers were required to fil l in a Covid 19 
 form and to observe a risk assessment. 

We worked in Bishopdale at Ribba Hall Farm,
where we planted a number of Parkland style
trees and finished off an area of gil l planting
started by contractors during lockdown.

Due to Covid restrictions we are currently
restricting the working group to 6 people in
total, following the current guidance for
reducing the risk of transmission. We are looking
forward to putting on more volunteer days as  
 we go forward into 2021.  

I would like to thank all the volunteers who have
stayed with us or signed up over the pandemic, 
 it hasn't been the most active period to be a
volunteer but I hope we can see you soon!
By Jack Hirst 

ARKENGARTHDALE NFM

In partnership with a landowner cluster in
Arkingarthdale we have secured funding to plan and
implement Natural Flood Management measure across
their landholdings. A range of NFM measures, aimed at
slowing the flow on the Arkle Beck and tributaries
whilst providing benefits to nature by improving and
diversifying the habitats, will be delivered in 2021-22
and the site developed as a new NFM demonstration
site to aid engagement with local landowners and
communities.

Whilst initially working at a relatively small scale, we
hope this work will be the first steps in mitigation for a
growing pattern of extreme weather events and
associated flooding within the Dale. The communities
of Reeth, Fremington and Grinton could directly benefit
from measures to store water within the wider
landscape, slowing and even potentially reducing the
flood peak, giving local people precious time to
implement individual and community flood protection
measures. 

The DVRN aim to use this project to kickstart a much
wider NFM initiative in Arkingarthdale and Swaledale
and are currently seeking further funding to engage
other landowners in the area and working with partners
to source funding to deliver further measures on the
ground so watch this space! By Sarah Clarke



FEATURES FROM OUR FRIENDS: 

YORKSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST RIVER WISKE REVIVAL

YWT were awarded funding from WEG (Water Environment Grant) to continue improvement

works on the River Wiske near Northallerton; this project involves working with landowners to

implement works that will help to reduce farm run-off, reduce sedimentation in the

watercourse and create riparian habitat. The project began in 2019 and was due to end in

March 2021 but we have just been granted an extension until September 2021 due to delays

caused by flooding and Covid.

On land at Little Smeaton we carried out a series of works including fencing, bank

stabilisation using larch posts and reprofiling to prevent further bank collapse. Once the bank

was reprofiled the landowner went on to reseed the area with a wildflower seed mix with

great results (see photo).

We currently have two additional sites in the process of fencing, both of which will total

2.9km when completed. One of these sites had no drinking water access (apart from the

river) so 3 drinking areas have been installed plus 1116m of bank already reprofiled; this

month we will also be planting 500 trees along the bank.

One of the more complex parts of the project is to daylight a culvert which does not have

the capacity to carry excess water when in high flow. The water spills around the sides

causing flooding to land and farm buildings. The design process has taken longer than

expected due to various issues (let alone the oddities of 2020), but the drawings are now

completed and works to create a wildlife pond/holding area are imminent. Once in place

this area will hold a large amount of water taking pressure off the Wiske.

To date we have improved 1266m of riverbank through reprofiling and stabilisation and have

fenced approximately 4.6km of land to prevent livestock poaching. 


